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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SINGAP 03648 240728Z 
ACTION DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-12 ISO-OO FEA-01 ACDA-10 AGRE-00 
AID-05 CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 ERDA-07 FMC-02 
TRSE-00 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 10-14 JUSE-00 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 NSF-02 OES-07 OMB-Ol PA-02 PM-05 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 /159W 

028931 240817Z/12 

R 240600Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8382 
INFO AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS SINGAPORE 3648 

LONDON FOR IMCO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLOS, ID, SN, MY 

SUB J : MALACCA STRAITS TRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME 

1 . STRAITS TIMES REPORTED AUGUST 22 THAT INDONESIA, SINGAPORE 
AND MALAYSIA HAVE AGREED TO PRESENT THEIR SCHEME FOR TRAFFIC 
SEPARATION IN THE MALACCA STRAITS TO IMCO FOR ACCEPTANCE 
DURING IMCO'S SEPTEMBER 5-9 MEETINGS IN LONDON. MALAYSIAN 

MFA OFFICIAL REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THREE COUNTRIES HAD ALSO AGREED 
TO ESTABLISH REVOLVING FUND TO FIGHT POLLUTION AND THAT THEY 
HOPED JAPANESE SHIPPERS ASSOCIATION AND OTHER USERS WOULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO IT. MAJOR PROVISION OF SCHEME IS REPORTEDLY 
A MINIMUM UNDERKEEP CLEARANCE OF 3.5 METERS FOR VESSELS 
PASSING THROUGH MALACCA AND SINGAPORE STRAITS. 

2. MFA OFFICIAL PETER CHAN INFORMS US THAT JAPANESE HAVE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 03648 240728Z 

ASKED FOR FIVE YEAR TRANSITIONAL PERIOD BEFORE NEW REGULATIONS 
ARE IMPLEMENTED SO THAT VERY LARGE CRUDE CARRIERS CAN BE 
PHASED OUT OF STRAITS TRAFFIC. PROBLEM WITH SUCH 
CARRIERS IS INSUFFICNET UNDERKEEP CLEARANCE. THE 
THREE STRAITS COUNTRIES WILL, ACCORDING TO CHAN, GIVE 
"FAVORABLE CONSIDERATIONS" TO JAPANESE REQUEST AFTER 
SEPARATION SCHEME HAS BEEN ADOPTED BY IMCO. 
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3. CHAN SAID JAPANESE SHIPPERS ASSOCIATION HAS OFFERED 
$1.3 MILLION CONTRIBUTION TO REVOLVING FUND, WHICH TO BE 
USED ONLY FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION IN CLEANING UP SPILLS. 

FUNDS WOULD BE RECOVERED FROM OFFENDING SHIPOWNERS AND 
RETURNED TO FUND. CHAN SAID THAT NO OTHER COUNTRIES YET 
APPROACHED TO CONTRIBUTE, BUT THAT THEY PROBABLY WILL 
BE ONCE THE SCHEME IS ADOPTED. 

HOLDRIDGE 
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